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Morning Prayer 
 

 
Entrance Hymn 496   How bright appears the Morning Star         William Mercer 
 

1. How bright appears the Morning Star, with mercy beaming from afar; the host 
of heaven rejoices; O righteous Branch, O Jesse’s Rod! Thou Son of Man and 
Son of God!  We, too, will lift our voices: Jesus, Jesus! Holy, holy, yet most 
lowly, draw thou near us; great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 
 

2. Though circled by the hosts on high, be deigned to cast a pitying 
 eye upon his helpless creature; the whole creation’s Head and Lord, by highest 
seraphim adored, assumed our very nature; Jesus, grant us, through thy merit, 
to inherit thy salvation: hear, O hear our supplication. 
 

3. Rejoice, ye heavens; though earth, reply; with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 
for this his Incarnation. Incarnate God, put forth thy power, ride on, ride on, 
great Conqueror, till all know thy salvation. Amen, amen! Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise be given evermore, by earth and heaven. 
 

 
The Officiant says to the people 
 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

 
 

Christmas Gloria                                                                         Daniel W. Laginya 
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Confession of Sin 
 
Officiant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. 
Amen 
 
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life. Amen 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
All stand 
 
Officiant  Lord open our lips. 
People    And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 
Venite    Psalm 95:1-7                                    said in unison  
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord: *let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * and raise a loud shout to him 
with psalms. 
 
For the Lord is a great God, * and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are his also. 
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The sea is his, for he made it, * and his hands have molded the dry land. 
 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Psalm 84                                   Quam dilecta! 

 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts!  
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young;  
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house!  
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you!  
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.     R 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs,  
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height,  
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;  
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God;  
and look upon the face of your Anointed.     R 

[9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room,  
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield;  
he will give grace and glory; 
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11 No good thing will the LORD withhold  
from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O LORD of hosts,  
happy are they who put their trust in you!]     R 

 
Lessons  
The congregation is seated. 
 

Lector 
Lector   A reading from Jeremiah 31:7-14                                              Sherran Davis 
 
Thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O LORD, your people, 
the remnant of Israel." 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; 
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. 
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Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

says the LORD. 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People        Thanks be to God. 
                                                                                                  
Silence may follow.   
 
 
Hymn 438      Tell out, my soul                                               Timothy Dudley-Smith    
 

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  Unnumbered blessings give my 
spirit voice; tender to me the promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my 
heart rejoice. 
 

2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! Make known his might, the deeds 
his arm has done; his mercy sure, from age to age the same; his holy Name – 
the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! Powers and dominions lay their 

glory by.  Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, the hungry fed, the 
humble lifted high. 
 

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Firm is his promise, and his mercy 
sure.  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord to children’s children and for 
evermore!                             

 
A Reading from Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a                                                     Pat Roberts 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
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prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

                                                                             
Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.  
People    Thanks be to God. 
Silence may follow.  
 
Hymn 247                                   Lully, lullay                                        Coventry carol 
 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, bye-bye, lully lullay.  
 

1. O sisters, too, how may we do for to preserve this day this poor youngling for 
whom we sing bye-bye, lully lullay? 
 

2. Herod the King, in his raging charged he hath this day his men of might, in his 
own sight, all young children to slay. 

 
3. That woe is me, poor chld for thee!  And every morn and day, for thy parting 

nor say nor sing bye-bye, lully lullay. 
 
Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, bye-bye, lully lullay 
 

The Gospel 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 2:13-
15, 19-23 
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
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there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 
There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Hymn S266                     A Song to the Lamb 
 
Splendor and honor and kingly power are yours by right, Lord our God. 
 

1. Splendor and honor and kingly power are yours by right, O Lord our God. 
 

2. For you created everything that is, and by your will they were created and have 
their being. 

 
3. And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, for with your blood you have 

redeemed for God. 
4. From every family, language, people and nation, a kingdom of priests to serve 

our God. 
 

5. And so, to him who sits upon the throne, and to Christ the Lamb, 
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, for ever and everymore 
                
The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  
catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen 
 
The Prayers 
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Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
Officiant 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Sundays 
 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 
of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 
the week to come may be spent in our favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect of the Renewal of Life 
 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done 
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to 
give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
A Collect for Peace 
 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom; Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies, that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Collect for the Parish 
 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers 
for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the 
penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of 
one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Guidance 
 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you 
so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of 
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our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your 
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive your supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People       Form III                                                           Celeste Hall 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest: 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Silence 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them.  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Lector Let us bless the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Announcements                                                                                    Pat Roberts 

 
Closing Hymn 119           As with gladness men of old        William Chatterton Dix 
 

1. As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; as with joy they 
hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; so most gracious Lord, may 
we evermore be led to thee. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed; there to bend the knee 
before him whom heaven and earth adore; so may we with willing feet ever 
seek the mercy seat. 

 
3. As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare; so may we with 

holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy., all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ! to thee, our heavenly King. 

 
4. Holy Jesus! every day keep us in the narrow way; and, when earthly things are 

past, bring our ransomed souls at last where they need no star to guide, where 
no clouds thy glory hide. 

 
5. In the heavenly country bright, need they no created light; thou its light, its joy, 

its crown, thou its sun which goes not down: there for ever may we sing 
alleluias to our King. 

 
 

Our audio and video channels will be left open for the next few minutes so that you 
can all exchange the Peace with a ‘virtual’ hello or a hug. 
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Assisting with the service today 
 
Readers   Sherran Davis and Pat Roberts 
Prayers of the People  Celeste Hall 
Coordinator   Michael Proscia 
Music    Paul Campbell 
Church Administrator  Terry Glover 
Vestry Members:  Linda Cage, Outreach coordinator 
    Michael Proscia, Jr. Warden 
    Pat Roberts, Sr. Warden 
    Richard Pfleger, Treasurer 
    Sherran Davis, Clerk 

 
 
 
 

At 10:00am on Sunday morning, visit the Zoom website and ‘join a meeting.’  The meeting password 
is 890 4465 2335.  The password is 704817.  You should be connected into the meeting.  Participants 
will be “muted” upon entry so that the service can begin in quiet.  Please refer to your ‘Eagle Notes’ 
e-mail for instructions on how to utilize our Zoom worship services. 
 
If you do not have a camera-enabled device, but want to participate via audio only, then call (toll-
free) 1-929-205-6099 and use the same meeting ID and password as above. 
 
Acknowledging materials used in today’s worship: 
 
The Hymnal 1982. Church Hymnal Corp., 1985. 
Boyer, Horace Clarence. Lift Every Voice and Sing II. Church Hymnal Corporation, 1993. 

Music streamed/presented with permission, One License A-712629.  CCLI #1847618 
 

 


