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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
A Worshipping Community serving as a beacon of God’s love by 
exemplifying the two great commandments; love God with our whole 
heart and love our neighbors as ourselves.   

 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 7, 2023 
Holy Eucharist Rite One 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
3480 E. Main Street 

College Park, Georgia 30337 
 

 
 

 
priest@stjohnscollegepark.com  

info@stjohnscollegepark.org 
www.stjohnscollegepark.org 

 

 
 
 
 



2 
 

 
PRELUDE: Prelude on Diadem                                                        by C. Staszeski 
 
Entrance Hymn - Christ is made the sure foundation - Hymnal 518 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT COMMANDMENTS 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE- THIS IS THE DAY 
 

Choir and Congregation 
This is the Day  
This is the day, this is the day  
That the Lord hath made, That the Lord hath made. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it 
And be glad in it 
This is the day that the Lord hath made 
We will rejoice and be glad in it.  
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord hath made 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 
know thy Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leadeth to eternal life; through the same 
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thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS 
 

FIRST READING:                                                                            Jessica Walters 
Acts 7:55-60 
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died. 
The people sit. Silence may follow. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16- Said responsively, starting with the Celebrant. 
Remain seated. 
1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, f 
or you are my crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your Name, lead me and 
guide me. 
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of 
strength. 
5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, 
O LORD, O God of truth. 
15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
  and from those who persecute me. 
16Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in your lovingkindness save me. 
 

SECOND READING:                                                                          Val Valverde 
1 Peter 2:2-10       A Reading from the First letter of Peter                
The people sit. 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a 
living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 
5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
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priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For 
it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”7To you then who 
believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the very head of the corner,”8and “A stone that makes them 
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN Here Am I, Send Me -LEVAS 126- Red and Black 
Hymnal  
 

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Jesus told his disciples,1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, 
show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that 
I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of 
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the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also 
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

  

THE SERMON- The Rev. Tim Black  
 

THE CREED 
All stand. 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom 
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the 
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge 
both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the 
Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spake 
by the Prophets. And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church; I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                     Archie Polk 
All remain standing. 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, 
and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which 
we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the 
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those 
who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in 
unity and godly love. 

Lord, hear us.  



6 
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, 
both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and 
duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
Lord, hear us.  
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation 
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy 
holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
Lord, hear us.  
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of 
government in this and every land especially Joseph our president, Brian our 
governor and Bianca, our mayor, that they may be led to wise decisions and right 
actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 
Lord, hear us.  
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and 
be faithful stewards of thy bounty. And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy 
goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor: Eleanor Buchanon, Barbarine Thorpe, 
Claude Lindsey, Maureen Sewell, Frank Harrell, Richard Durepo, Tisa Anderson, 
Joe Fallany, Rick Reese, Blair Bonds, Kim Brown, Ann Alston and all those who, 
in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.  
The congregation is invited to add their petitions.  

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear especially Dr. Charles Stanley, Jerry Springer, Harry Belafonte, Gennie 
Newhart, Len Goodman, and Barry Humphries (Dame Edna Everage), Rasheeda 
Williams, Abbigail Armstrong and Kristi Schoepfer beseeching thee to grant them 
continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good 
examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed John and all thy saints, that with them 
we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 
Celebrant: Lord, hear our prayers, and what we have asked faithfully, may you grant 
effectually, to the glory of your name, AMEN.  

THE PEACE  
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

We end the peace by singing: 
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We are one in the bond of love, we are one in the bond of love. 
We have joined our spirit with the spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 
to God. Ephesians 5:2 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN God of the prophets, bless the prophets' heirs 
(Toulon) Hymnal 359 

 
The congregation stands, as able, during the singing of the Doxology 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
SURSUM CORDA S 112 Lift up your hearts  
The People remain standing. 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.But 
chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and 
hath taken away the sin of the world; who by his death hath destroyed death, and 
by his rising to life again hath won for us everlasting life. Therefore with Angels 
and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
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SANCTUS 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The people kneel or stand. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and 
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only 
Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for 
our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory 
of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, 
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with 
these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 
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death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 
again with power and great glory. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word 
and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be 
unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our 
souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we 
and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, 
and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER S 119 The Lord's Prayer (Traditional) 
(Plainsong/Douglas) 
The Celebrant then continues 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
Priest: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast, Alleluia.  
 
FRACTION ANTHEM-  

 
 
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as 
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property 
is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy 
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 

 
INVITATION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Whoever you are, wherever you are on 
your journey, you are welcome to God’s table.  
 
DISTRIBUTION  
We will be sharing communion in both kinds available by either priest intinction 
(dipping the host in wine) or common cup. If you desire common cup, you can 
communicate this by holding out one hand for bread only, two hands for bread and 
wine. If you desire priest intinction, you can communicate your preference by 
holding your hands in a prayer position or simply by telling the Eucharistic 
minister.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN -   Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life- Hymnal 487 
 



12 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, 
in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and 
goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body 
of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through 
hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
The priest blesses the people, saying 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing 
in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN – Hymnal 525- The Church’s One Foundation 
 
DISMISSAL  
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  

 

POSTLUDE: St. Magnus "The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns" by L. 
Petersen 
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PARISH NOTES 

At 10:00 AM: Join us via Zoom May 7, 2023    You may be prompted to enter 
the following:  Meeting ID: 890 4465 2335 Password: 704817.  If you do not have 
a camera-enabled device, but want to participate via audio only, then call (toll-free) 
1-929-205-6099 and use the same meeting ID and password as above. 
 
Make Prayer Requests Online: https://forms.gle/UTa6iMfrukhfurgD8 
 
Wednesday Night Supper -May 10, 2023 6:00 PM 
Come enjoy a "humpday" dinner with your church family. Dinners are on a 
donation basis- $5.00 or "pay what you can." All are welcome, regardless of ability 
to donate. If you are coming, please RSVP to info@stjohnscollegepark.org    
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study  
Our Wednesday night bible study resumes! Come and join us on this week as we 
continue to read and study God’s hope for heaven on earth found in the book of 
Revelation. 
 
Please subscribe to our email: Complete information about what is happening at 
St. John’s can be received in your inbox just by signing up for our weekly email. 
(If you do not get email, we can make arrangements for you to get a copy of the 
weekly news). To sign up, please email us at info@stjohnscollegepark.org 
 
Morning Prayer on Zoom Tuesday and Thursday- 10 AM 
One of the vastly underutilized gifts of the Episcopal Church is morning prayer. 
Start your day off with prayer with our online community each week on Tuesday 
and Thursday. Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 869 7767 5734 Password: 752305 
 
Compline Night Prayer Thursday - 7:00 pm 
Join us on zoom.  Meeting ID: 843 7684 4017   Password: 848486 
 
Give by Texting- You can use your phone’s text messaging capabilities to give to 
St. Johns. Just text 73256 and enter our code 3480 as the message. You will be 
taken to the giving page where you can make your selections. You can also set up 
online giving through a link in our weekly email. To subscribe to the weekly email, 
please contact our administrator at info@stjohnscollegepark.org 
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Sunday May 7, 2023 
Organist: Toku Kawata 
Readers: Jessica Walters and Val Valverde 
Prayers of the People:  Archie Polk 
Verger: Richard Pfleger 
Priest in Charge: The Rev. Tim Black 
Church Administrator: Terry Glover 

Vestry Members  
Daniel Hudson, Hospitality   
Archie Polk, Evangelism   
Michael Proscia, Jr. Warden    
Pat Roberts, Sr. Warden  
Val Valverde, Worship & Music 
Sherran Davis, Clerk 
Richard Pfleger, Treasurer  

 


