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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
A Worshipping Community serving as a beacon of God’s love by 
exemplifying the two great commandments; love God with our whole 
heart and love our neighbors as ourselves.   

 

 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 19, 2023 
Holy Eucharist: 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
3480 E. Main Street 

College Park, Georgia 30337 
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PRELUDE:   Aberystwyth                                                                           by G. Near 
 
DECALOGUE 
The Decalogue is said, the People kneeling. 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People His mercy endures for ever. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
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are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
Response   
The trisagion is sung 3 times.  

 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebra
nt 

The Lord be with 
you. 

People And also with you. 
Celebra
nt 

Let us pray. 

  

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may 
live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 
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FIRST READING:                                                                                       Lisa Norton-Rotella 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the First book of Samuel. 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 
2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD 
said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, 
“Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6When they came, he looked on 
Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the 
LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on 
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD 
chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel 
said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is 
the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of 
his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
  

Reader The Word of the 
Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 
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PSALM: Psalm 23- Prayed responsively, beginning with the Celebrant.  
Remain seated. 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
  
2He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
 
3He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;  
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;  
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 
6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                              Pat Roberts 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus. 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try 
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN WLP 773 Heal me Hands of Jesus 
 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 
works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while 
it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 
able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” 
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They 
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees 
the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made 
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the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews 
did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, 
who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, 
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how 
it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. 
He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the 
Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of 
age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though 
I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They 
answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And 
they drove him out.35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found 
him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, 
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, 
and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see 
may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ 
your sin remains.” 
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Deacon The Gospel of our Savior 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON- THE REV. TIM BLACK  
 
THE CREED  
All stand. 

THE CREED We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The congregation kneels or remains standing, as able. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                    Celeste Hall 
 

Siblings in Christ, live as children of the light—for the fruit of the light is found in 
all that is good and right and true. Let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Light of the 
world, open our eyes.” Lord our Shepherd, you have given your Church all that we 
need. Rain down on us mightily with your Spirit, that we may testify to the 
astonishing things you have done in our lives. 

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 
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God, you are present in the valley of the shadow of death. Comfort all those around 
the world who know danger or violence or war. By your love, cast out all evil and 
fear. 

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

Lord, you make us to lie down in green pastures; you lead us by still waters. You 
have blessed us with a beautiful planet. May we work to preserve the holy gift of 
nature. 

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

Lord, spread a table for those who are hungry; where there is scarcity and need in 
our neighborhoods, fill empty hearts, lives, and cups with your abundance. By your 
light expose all the unfruitful works of darkness. 

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

God of life, pursue the sick and sorrowful with your goodness and mercy. Reveal 
your works in those who are suffering. Make yourself known as Healer. We pray 
today for: : Eleanor Buchanon, Barbarine Thorpe, Claude Lindsey, Frank Harrell, 
Joe Monti, the McCoo family, Eduardo Torres, Breanna Graves and Maureen 
Sewell. 

The congregation is invited to add your petitions, followed by silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 

Reviver of Souls, give to the dying and the dead your promise of new and 
unending life. May we one day live with them forever in the light of Christ. We 
pray today for 

Are there others who have died? 

You are invited to add your own petitions and prayers for the deceased.  

Silence 

Light of the world, 
Open our eyes. 
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Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my 
own peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and 
give to us the peace and 
unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and 
reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE PEACE  
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
We end the peace by singing: 

We are one in the spirit, we are one in the Lord  
We are one in the spirit, we are one in the Lord 
And we pray that our unity may one day be restored 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love.  
The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE  
The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most 
High. Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Hymn- Hymnal 490- I want to walk as a Child of the Light 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
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Glory to you for ever and ever. 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn 

 
SANCTUS S 124 Holy, holy, holy (Hurd)  

 
The Celebrant continues 
And so, Almighty God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people 
by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. On the night Christ 
was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
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friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” After supper, Christ took the cup of wine, gave thanks, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Remembering now his work of redemption, and 
offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
 
Congregation: We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection, as we await the day 
of Christ’s coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of 
Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open 
our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 
one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
 
Congregation: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 
from generation to generation. AMEN. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER S 119 The Lord's Prayer (Traditional) 
(Plainsong/Douglas) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant: Christ our Passover is Sacrificed for us.  
Congregation: Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 
FRACTION ANTHEM- S 169 
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INVITATION 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. Whoever you 
are, wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at this table.  

DISTRIBUTION 
We will be sharing communion in both kinds available by either priest intinction 
(dipping the host in wine) or common cup. If you desire common cup, you can 
communicate this by holding out one hand for bread only, two hands for bread and 
wine. If you desire priest intinction, you can communicate your preference by 
holding your hands in a prayer position or simply by telling the Eucharistic 
minister.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN -LEVAS 145- Have Thine own Way Lord.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
The Priest prays for and blesses the people, saying 

Bow down before the Lord. 

Look mercifully on this your family, Almighty God, that by  your great goodness 
they may be governed and preserved evermore, through Jesus Christ our Lord. And 
the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and 
always. AMEN 
 

CLOSING HYMN- Hymnal 671- Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound.   
 

DISMISSAL 
  Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

During the season of Lent it is our practice to leave the 
 Sanctuary in quiet or silence following the conclusion of the service. 
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Parish Notes 
At 10:00 AM : Join us via Zoom March 19, 2023    You may be prompted to 
enter the following:  Meeting ID: 890 4465 2335 Password: 704817.  If you do not 
have a camera-enabled device, but want to participate via audio only, then call 
(toll-free) 1-929-205-6099 and use the same meeting ID and password as above. 
 
NOTE: we will have a short meeting after Mass this Sunday to discuss the 
teams needed for Easter Brunch. Also, there is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. 
 
Please subscribe to our email: Complete information about what is happening at 
St. John’s can be received in your inbox just by signing up for our weekly email. 
(If you do not get email, we can make arrangements for you to get a copy of the 
weekly news). To sign up, please email us at info@stjohnscollegepark.org 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study Continues on zoom and in person. Join us at 7 
PM as we begin reading John’s epistles (1-3 John). Join us at the same zoom 
address used for Sunday worship. Meeting ID: 890 4465 2335 Password: 704817 

Make Prayer Requests Online: https://forms.gle/UTa6iMfrukhfurgD8 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER -March 22, 6:00 PM 
Come enjoy a "humpday" dinner with your church family starting next Wednesday 
evening. Dinners are on a donation basis- $5.00 or "pay what you can." All are 
welcome, regardless of ability to donate. If you are coming, please RSVP to 
info@stjohnscollegepark.org    
 

Bible Study WEDNESDAY at 7 PM.  
Bible study will continue Wednesday (March 22) with our study on The 
Revelation. Come join us for a fresh look at this often-abused and misunderstood 
book of scripture at 7 PM online and in-person. Use the zoom for Sunday 
Morning for bible study. 
 

SAVE THE DATES: CHURCH CLEANUP MARCH 18 and APRIL 1 
 

We are blessed to have a very generous anonymous donor who has paid to have 
our church's  inside painted. The work has been done, providing an amazing 
refresh for our church. To supplement this refresh, we are scheduling two spring 
cleaning dates – March 18 and April 1. Please join us as we give our church a 
thorough cleaning for Easter. Look for more information with the time and plans 
next week and in church announcements Sunday.  
 
Morning Prayer on Zoom Tuesday and Thursday- 10 AM 
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One of the vastly underutilized gifts of the Episcopal Church is morning prayer. 
Start your day off with prayer with our online community each week on Tuesday 
and Thursday. Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 869 7767 5734 Password: 752305 
 

 
Compline Night Prayer Thursday - 7:00 pm 
Join us on zoom.  Meeting ID: 843 7684 4017   Password: 848486 
 

Give by Texting- You can use your phone’s text messaging capabilities to give to 
St. Johns. Just text 73256 and enter our code 3480 as the message. You will be 
taken to the giving page where you can make your selections. You can also set up 
online giving through a link in our weekly email. To subscribe to the weekly email, 
please contact our administrator at info@stjohnscollegepark.org 

 
 

Sunday March 19, 2023 
Organist: Toku Kawata 
Readers: Lisa Norton-Rotella and Pat Roberts 
Prayers of the People:  Celeste Hall 
Verger: Michael Proscia 
Priest in Charge: The Rev. Tim Black 
Church Administrator: Terry Glover 
 

Vestry Members  
Linda Cage, Outreach  
Daniel Hudson, Hospitality   
Archie Polk, Evangelism   
Michael Proscia, Jr. Warden    
Pat Roberts, Sr. Warden  
Val Valverde, Worship & Music 
Sherran Davis, Clerk 
Richard Pfleger, Treasurer  
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